Spinal subdural hematoma: a rare cause of recurrent postoperative radiculopathy.
Spinal subdural hematoma is a rare condition with numerous etiologies. It is even more rare in the postoperative period and must be differentiated from the more common causes of postoperative pain and radiculopathy. We report a 36-year-old man presenting 6 weeks after surgery with incapacitating pain who was found to have a subdural but extraarachnoid fluid collection. We describe clinical presentation, radiological findings, etiology, and treatment. We conclude that, although rare, the spinal subdural hematoma should be considered in patients with postoperative pain. Prompt recognition and surgical evacuation are important for optimal recovery.